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Pesach is known by four names. It is known, of course, as Chag HaPesach which means
the holiday of the paschal lamb. It is known as Chag HaMatzos, the holiday of matzos.
It is known as Zeman Cherusainu, the time of our freedom. It is also known as Chag
HaAviv, the holiday of spring. Why should it be that only these names were chosen
for Pesach? Why isn't it called Chag HaOmer when we first brought the Omer to the
altar, or Chag HaSomeem, the holiday of barley, or Chag HaMakos, the holiday of plagues,
or Chag Kreas Yamshus, the splitting of the Red Sea? Instead it is only known by
these four names. Also, why do we make matza from wheat or barley or spelt or rye
or oats? Why don't we make matza from rice or millet or corn? After all, these
latter products can never become chometz. Even if we make a mistake and let the
bread rise more than 18 minutes, it still would not be chometz. What do w2 care
that the matza has to be made especially from grains that potentially could become
chometz? I believe that the Torah here is telling us something very, very important.
It is telling us that Judaism is not a passionless religion. We do mot bezlieve that
man should suppress all his emotions. Chometz is a symbol of passion let lose.
The only difference between bread and matza is a lot of hot air. We bzlieve a person
should express his emotions but in the right way. A person should sing at weddings
and cry at funmerals. Emotions are meant to be used in the proper way. That's why
matza cannot be baked later than 18 minutes. Eighteen stands for Chai, life. We
do not want to suppress life. The second name for Pesach says that we Jews should
always be devoted to truth. We should not feel that we are chained to falsehoods.
The lamb was the symbol of idolatry. It was a symbol that man had no choice. It
had to propitiate the spirit of Aries which was incarnate in the lamb at this time
of year or civilization would be destroyed. Truth is very important for freedom
as is learning not to subdue your emotions, but to learn to use them in the right
way in the right place. The third name for Pesach is Zeman Cherusainu, the time
of our freedom. Not everything is right to do at every time. What is right to do
in the bedroom is not right to do in the park. People have a very difficult time

understanding this. Sometimes people do not understand it is right to do in Houston
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but not Jerusalem. You must always consider the time and the place. We also must

remember that not everybody is in the same time of life, in the same time of understanding.
This is very difficult for many people. That's what freedom requires. Finally,

Aviv stands for hope. Freedom will dry up if there is no feeling of hope, if there

is no feeling that you can change things and make things better. So many times people

do not recognize what freedom means. They think freedom means to do everything unrestrainedly
or either be completely subdued. This is not true. Freedom requires us to use our
emotions. We do not believe in the desiccated man. We must use our emotions inm

the right place at the right time always with hope and always with truth and always
recognizing reality. Unfortunately, there are many people who fail to recognize

that they, themselves, have problems. They do not approach life with truth or with

hope. I am reminded of the story they tell about the fellow who came in to a psychiatrist's
office. He had a sunnyside egg perched on his bald head and a piece of cheese on

each ear. The psychiatrist noticed that something was wrong but he did not say anything.

He then asked the man what the problem was. The man said, "Well, it is my brother.

He just does not seem to be with it." Freedom requires that we face the truth with

hope, with our emotions, knmowing when to do the right thing at the right time. If

we do then our freedom will last forever.




